Class Debates – Major Summative Assessment (PRODUCT) for Speaking and Listening
General Instructions:  I will place you in groups of four (two versus two) or six (three versus three) to debate an assigned topic.  You will be assigned one side of the topic only, but a good debater should always be prepared to argue both sides of the topic.  (Value – 80 Marks = 
a majority of your S and L mark)
Specific Instructions:

· Using two (maybe three) class periods in the computer lab and preparation at home, research the topic to find examples (from literature, from things happening in the world right now or in the past), quotes, statistics, etc. in support of your side of the argument.  Make sure you record the sources for where you found your information.  Don’t forget the “Bring Your Own Device” Policy – use it to your advantage!
· I would recommend that you use a website like Wikipedia to do some general background research about your topic, but you should not use it as a source for your information.   

· Google is not the only place where you can find sources for your information.  I will show you some helpful research sites (Debate.org, Statistics Canada, One Search, EBSCO and World Book Online, for example) and you should also seek out information from newspapers, magazine articles, news reports, etc.  Most newspapers, magazines and television news shows (such as CNN in the U.S. or CTV News Net or CBC News World in Canada) have websites as well – these are excellent sources for information.
· Organize all of your points so that each speaker in your pair has equally strong arguments to present.

· Record all of your ideas in point form on note cards so that you will be organized when you speak.  DO NOT SIMPLY READ THE CARDS!

· Decide who will speak first and who will speak second within your group of two.

· Practice your points so you will not have to constantly refer to your notes.

The Debate Itself:
· Debates will take place during the week of ______________________________________________________.  Each group of four will be assigned a specific date for its debate.  It is essential for you to be in attendance on your designated debate day.  If you are not in class on the day you are assigned to debate, you will receive a mark of zero (unless you can provide a valid medical excuse from your physician).

· Desks will be set up in a 2 versus 2 or 3 versus 3 pattern.  A podium will be placed in the middle of the desks.

· Students can speak at their desk or at the podium.  This is the student’s choice, but he or she must stand when he or she speaks.

· Each speaker will deliver a two to three minute speech supporting his or her argument.  This argument should be supported with specific examples, research, quotes, statistics, etc.
· Speaker A on the positive side of the argument will speak first.  Then speaker A on the negative side of the argument will speak.  This pattern will repeat until both speakers on both sides of the argument have spoken.

· After both speakers have spoken on both sides, there will be a 60 second to 90 second rebuttal round.  Speaker A on the negative side of the argument will begin.  He or she will try and argue against what Speaker A on the positive side of the argument said in his or her speech.  Then Speaker A on the positive side of the argument will try to argue against what Speaker A on the negative side of the argument said in his or her speech.  This pattern will repeat until both speakers on both sides have had an opportunity to refute the arguments of one of the opposing members.
· It is essential that each speaker takes notes as their designated opponent speaks so he or she will be ready to refute his or her opponent’s arguments during the rebuttal round.  For example, Speaker A of the positive side and Speaker A of the negative side will be opponents in the rebuttal round so each should be taking notes as the other speaks.

Please Note:  
· You are being marked on your individual speaking and listening abilities even though you are working in a group.  You will, however, need to work together as a group to organize your arguments.  For example, I do not want to see Speaker A and Speaker B on the positive side use the same ideas or the same supporting examples, quotes, statistics, etc.

· I will be sharing the rubric I will be using to mark this assignment at a later date.

· See me right away if you run into any problems.

· It would be a good idea to research your argument at home or bring in your own device to use at school – as you all know, the computer labs are not always reliable.

